
department of the

history of science
exploring science : technology : medicine from past to present

[spring 2011 classes]
hsci 1003

science, nature, and
society
An introduction to the study of science,

technology, & medicine in light of

historical, philosophical, and cultural

analysis. This class introduces some of the

big questions about who we have been,

who we are, and who we might become.

hsci 2213

darwinian revolution
A consideration of the social, political,

and theological issues associated with

the development of evolutionary thought

from the early 19  century to theth

"modern evolutionary synthesis" of the

1930s & ‘40s. 

     hsci 2333

  inventing    
  the modern 
  world

                                            A  survey of history of    

                             technology since 1500,  

                             emphasizing historical  

                             contexts & cultural

meanings, not technical details, as we

explore the key steps in the construction

of our modern technological world.

hsci 2423

social & ethical issues in
science, technology,
environment & medicine
A wide-ranging introduction to the

historical roots of such issues as the

ethics of experimentation, intellectual

property law, digital media and social

change, factory farming, alternative

medicine, and more. 

hsci 2453  god & nature
Explores the changing and multifaceted

relationship between science and

religion in western culture up to the 18th

century, collaboration as well as conflict.

   hsci 3223

  gender issues in science,
           technology and medicine

                 Topics include the historical roots of bio-social

                             theories of gender; gendered images of science,

                             technology and medicine; women’s education;

                             and the status of women in the professions.

hsci 3313                                                                                          

science & technology in asian history 
Examines science and technology from 1000 A.D. to the present,

especially the influence & interaction of Chinese, south Asian and

Islamic knowledge traditions with those from Europe, culminating in

consideration of the political and ethical dimensions of science and

technology in contemporary Asia. 

hsci 3413

biomedical ethics
Topics may include: the doctor/patient relationship; medical research on

humans and animals; reproductive rights and technologies; medical

decisions at the end of life; and the allocation of scarce resources.

hsci 3463                                                                                                 

cold war science                                                  

Science and technology during the Cold War,

including strategic weapons and SDI, medical

experiments, the space race, science in

popular culture, and science & foreign policy.

hsci 3473

history of ecology &
environmentalism
Explores the historical development of ecology as

a science and as a political stance, from the 18  th

through the 20  century. Topics may include:th

 climate change, population control, deforestation, globalization, 

  resource management, and environmental ethics.

hsci 3833 (HONORS): the scientific revolution
Explores the history of the "scientific revolution" of the sixteenth and

seventeenth centuries. Study includes understanding debates not just

about what happened in the past but about how we today define science

and how we understand the place of science in the modern world.  

. . .  Plus Surveys of the HSCI to the Age of Newton
(hsci 3013) and HSCI since the 17  Century th (hsci 3023) 
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